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POAU EXECUTIVES MEET IN NEW 
BUILDING, MAP REMEDIAL ACTIONS 





Ae 


POAU Executive Committee members Poteat, Newton and Archer are pictured above (I. to 1.) as 
the third POAU scholarship check was awarded at the committee's semi-annual meeting in Wash- 
ington. Dr. Newton is accepting the $100 grant from Dr. Poteat on behalf of Dr. Spright Dowell, 


president of Mercer University, Macon, Ga., 
versity is @ Baptist institution. 


Meeting for the first time in POAU’s 
imposing new headquarters building on 
Massachusetts Avenue, the executive 
committee on September 26 laid plans 
for vigorous action in key trouble spots 
to eliminate misuse of public funds for 
sectarian purposes. The POAU leaders 
also set the date for the Third National 
Conference on Church and State—to be 
held at Constitution Hall on Thursday 
evening, February 1, 1951; awarded a 
scholarship grant to Mercer University ; 
and unveiled a plaque honoring Captain 
John H. Cowles, sovereign grand com- 
mander of the Supreme Council, 33° 
Masons, Southern jurisdiction, for his 
steadfast support of the principle of 
church-state separation. 

A greatly intensified program of 
POAU activities was presented to the 
committee by the Rev. John C. Mayne, 
director of promotion and organization. 


while Executive Director Archer looks on. The uni- 


The new program will be launched with 
a series of religious liberty rallies in 
the Washington area, and will be high- 
lighted by Reformation Day services in 
many parts of the nation where pastors 
will take offerings to support the free- 
dom-of-conscience principle for which 


POAU stands. 
To Confer with President 


In other actions, the committee named 
Executive Director Glenn L. Archer and 
President Edwin McNeill Poteat to act 
as a POAU delegation to the White 
House on the question of the proposed 
new mission to the Vatican, recom- 
mended that POAU publicize its prin- 
ciples on national radio programs, and 
authorized the executive director to 
draw up a list of prominent citizens 
who will be asked to serve on a POAU 


finance committee. 


Steer Clear of ““One-Man” 
Organizations, Archer Warns 


Executive Director Glenn L. Archer 
has drawn up a list of points to be 
checked before deciding to contribute to 
any organization. POAU, needless to say, 
meets all of these qualifications: 

1. The organization should be legally 
incorporated under the laws of the state 
in which it is located. 

2. The organization should be offi- 
cially recognized by the United States 
Department of Internal Revenue. 

3. In addition to the executive direc- 
tor, there should be a regularly-consti- 
tuted board of trustees and a list of spon- 
sors made up of men and women of 
unquestioned integrity. A one-man or- 
ganization is apt to be a spurious one. 

4. The organization should have a 
democratic constitution and by-laws. 

5. All contributions should be re- 
ceipted by a bonded treasurer. 

6. The organization’s books should be 
audited annually according to standard 
accounting procedures. 

7. While it may have fundamental 
differences of opinion with other groups, 
it should not seek to deprive the other 
groups of their civil rights. 


BINGHAMTON POAU 
UNIT ESTABLISHED 


The Rev. Samuel Coleman, pastor of 
the West Presbyterian Church at Bing- 
hamton, N. Y., was recently elected 
president of the Binghamton POAU 
chapter. The Rev. Clayton W. Hoag, 
minister of the Fairview Methodist 
Church, and the Rev. Dennis Bouman, 
pastor of the East Side Congregational 
Church, were designated vice president 
and treasurer, respectively. The Rev. 
George L. Tappan, minister of the Ross 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, has 
played a prominent part in the organi- 
zational work which preceded the 
establishment of a permanent unit. 











AVON LAKE SCHOOL BOARD 
RESOLUTE ON BUS ISSUE 


Members of the school board at Avon Lake, Ohio, have announced their deter- 
mination to halt the use of public school busses hy parochial school children, in 
spite of angry attacks by Father Carl C. Wernet. pastor “of St. Joseph’s Roman 
Catholic Church. Drivers of the school busses were warned that they face dis- 
missal if they persist in picking up the parochial school pupils in defiance of the 


board order. 


Hearty endorsement of the board’s 
stand came from the Cleveland Church 
Federation, which distributed a printed 
letter to newspaper and radio stations 
praising the school authorities for “‘re- 
maining faithful” to their trust. “The 
reason for a parochial school,” declared 
the federation, “is to bring children 
under the total influence of a par- 
ticular sect, and to use public funds for 
such a school is to violate the principle 
of separation of church and state.” 


POAU Leader’s View 


Taking a prominent part in mobiliz- 
ing church leaders behind the board’s 
action is the Rev. Paul J. Folino, local 
Congregational minister who is a mem- 
ber of the steering committee of the 
Cleveland POAU chapter. Explaining 
his position, he declares that “if the 
Lutheran Church of Avon Lake had 
made a similar request for transporta- 
tion to a Lutheran school, or if the 
First Congregational Church of Avon 
Lake were requesting transportation. 
then | would oppose them. 


“ .,. this would be one of the first 
steps leading to a breakdown of re- 
ligious freedom in America... In 
other countries where there has been 
a complete breakdown (of separation) 
between church and state, public schools 
decline, one church controls, and there 
is no true freedom of religion for 
minority groups. We have freedom of 
religion in American because we have 
separated the church and the state. We 


”? 


must keep it so! 
Hits Lethargy 


Answering critics who deplore the 
“disturbing” effect of the board’s de- 
cision On community good feeling, the 
Congregational minister said, “Of 
course, we do not like to disturb the 
peace! It is such lethargy and complac- 
ency on our part, our love of ease and 
comfort, which make it easy to destroy 
what is important and precious! It was 
this attitude that enabled the acting State 
Commissioner of Education in New 
York to get away with the rule that 
a public school district on Long Island 
must pay the cost of transporting chil- 
dren of three parochial schools in 
neighboring communities.” 





BLANSHARD PROBES HOLY 
YEAR “FACT,” “FICTION” 


Evidence that many American news- 
papers and press services display favor- 
itism towards the Roman Catholic 
Church is furnished by Paul Blanshard 
in the September 23 issue of The Na- 
tion, The author of American Freedom 
and Catholic Power, who has spent the 
past few months in Rome, made some 
interesting discoveries there. Under the 
heading, “The Holy Year: Fact and 
Fiction,” Blanshard gives significant 
data on certain statistical and economic 
matters, for instance: 

“Camille Cianfarra of The New York 
Times became impatient with the con- 
tradictory reports about the attendance 
at. Vatican functions and decided to 
measure off St. Peter’s Square for him- 
self. He discovered that the square has 
an area of only about 33,000 square 
yards, and that even when the entire 
length of the Via della Conciliazione is 
included, the maximum standing room 
for a crowd is 45,000 square yards. If 
we assume that people are packed three 
to a square yard on the ground and 
allow for 5,000 more on the roof tops, 
the largest possible number at a Vati- 
can demonstration is 140,000. For- 
tunately for its members, Italian crowds 
do not commonly press tightly together 
—one person per square yard is more 
typical than three. I found that I could 
move about freely with a camp chair 
in the two largest outdoor assemblies 
of the Holy Year, the one on Easter 
morning and the one on June 24 when 
Maria Goretti, the Italian girl of eleven 
who died defending her honor in 1902, 
was canonized. The exaggeration in 
estimating the number of people inside 
St. Peter’s is equally obvious—35,000 
is the maximum the basilica will hold, 
whereas the Vatican frequently claims 
an attendance of 50,000.” Such exag- 
gerations are nevertheless accepted un- 
critically in most of the American press. 

Blanshard also reports that the Holy 
Year has had a “disappointing” Ameri- 
can attendance, with not more than 
15,000 Americans registered by July 10 
among the estimated 1,000,000 pilgrims 
who had come to Rome—“not a large 
quota in a nation which is supposed to 
have more than 45,000,000 Catholics.” 


““Common-Core”’ Religious 
Training Held Illusory 


The nation’s public schools can ang 
do emphasize moral training for theiy 
pupils, but they cannot go beyond this 
to make such training religious in pg 
ture, Dean James B. Edmonson of the 
University of Michigan’s School of EQy, 
cation, declared recently. 

“In pioneer days,” he pointed 
“the Bible was ‘sed as a textbook jy 
many schools, in part because other 
textbooks were not readily available 
When the number of religious gro 
increased and sectarian conflicts 
veloped, most of the pioneer communi. 
ties found it inadvisable to provide p, 
ligious instruction in the public 
schools.” 


Church Responsibility 


Dean Edmonson expressed the cop. 
viction that “our churches could sery 
more children and young people thay 
are now reached.” He based this cop. 
tention on the following analysis; “{f 
11 hours a day are allowed for sleep 
ing and eating, there remain some 5,4% 
hours for other activities and duties, 
In a year, some churches claim less thay 
100 of these 5,495 remaining hours for 
their programs of religious instruction,” 

He said that he thought it would 
to the disadvantage of American 
churches “to have their responsibility 
for formal religious instruction trans 
ferred to some other agency such as 
public school.” The educator, forme 
president-general of the Horace Man 
League, maintained that “if it wer 
possible to construct a common cor 
of religious teachings, it should be pos 
sible to reduce the number of different 
church groups from approximately 30 
to a very small number.” 





Many Churches, realizing the ove 
whelming problems faced by POAU in 
promoting religious liberty, are givin 
their Reformation Sunday or Thank 
giving offering for the national pr 
gram of POAU. 
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J. S. Can Ease S. 


American 


Persecution, Says Dr. Evans 


The “front line” against religious persecution in Central and South America 
is in the United States, Dr. Hugh Ivan Evans, moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A., declared as he returned recently from an official tour of 
Latin American countries. Many residents of those countries told him, he said, 
that the “relationship between church and state in the United States is reflected 


in Latin America.” 

“If any church group links church 
and state together in North America, 
those to the south feel that there is no 
hope for them,” he asserted. 

Dr. Evans’ report on his 22,000-mile 
plane trip pointed to overt acts of per- 
gcution in many places, but added 
that such acts have boomeranged against 
the dominant church and tyrannical gov- 
ernment officials who do its bidding. 
“In Colombia,” he said, “the Church 
Militant is on the march even though 
the battleground is strewn with martyred 
victims and the soldiers of the Cross 
march through the ashes of burned 
church buildings.” 


a a © 


“The American nation is an exces- 
sively simple nation which is easily de- 
ceived.”—Francisco Franco, in an in- 
terview published in Spanish news- 
papers of September 21st. 








“J do not believe it wise that any 
religious groups should have official 
representation from our Government. 
It is my conviction that we should do 
everything in our power to maintain 
our historic position of separation of 
church and state. 1 do not believe we 
have the right to use public tax money 
to recognize a church official of any 
religious body whose main function 
must, in the nature of the case, be 
spiritual and not temporal; I think that 
if we were to send an official Ambassa- 
dor to the Vatican that we would re- 
lease more hatred and misunderstand- 
ing in America than you and | can pos- 
sibly imagine.”—letter from J. Warren 
Hastings, minister of the National 
Christian Church and POAU National 
Advisory Councilman, to the Washing- 
ton Post. 


DAY SERVICES 


Pictured here is the great “Festival of Faith” at Kansas City, one of the scores of Community Refor- 
mation Day Services being encouraged by POAU all over America. Many local committees are using 
source materials supplied by POAU and are giving a portion of the offering to POAU’s program of 
teligious liberty. 


Baptist Pastors Spur 
Fight to Keep Freedom 


Proposing concerted action by the 
50,000 Baptist pastors of America to 
mobilize their congregations in support 
of religious liberty, the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs has reaf- 
firmed the Baptist conviction that com- 
plete freedom of religion requires com- 
plete separation of church and state. 


Any official relationship of the United 
States with “the Vatican or any other 
religious group” was condemned as a 
fundamental violation of the First 
Amendment, as was “any move of the 
United States to offer Fascist Spain 
financial aid as long as the country re- 
fuses religious liberty to its citizens,” 
and any government aid to denomina- 
tional schools and hospitals. Citizens in 
New Mexico and Missouri were praised 
for instituting legal action to maintain 
church-state separation in the schools of 
those states. 


POAU Holds D. C.-Area 
Religious Liberty Rallies 


Final plans for a series of Religious 
Liberty Rallies, sponsored by POAU in 
the Washington area, are being made as 
we go to press. The first two, scheduled 
for mid-October, will take place in Ta- 
koma Park, Md., and Alexandria, Va., 
with Dr. Joseph M. Dawson and Dr. 
Edward B. Willingham as the principal 


speakers. 


Other rallies are being arranged at 
Arlington, Va., and in the Brookland 
section of the District of Columbia. 


* * * 


ae 


. a general attack on public edu- 
cation in the United States is now being 
organized. The enemy is trying our line 
with a number of local, probing raids 
attempting to find out where we are 
weak or strong, testing his methods of 
attack, recruiting and training his forces, 
building up his stock piles, filling his 
war chest, and organizing his propa- 
ganda units.’—Dr, Harold Benjamin, 
University of Maryland professor and 
chairman of the National Commission 
for the Defense of Democracy Through 
Education. 
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Missouri Group Sues to Halt 


Sectarian Use of Public Funds 


At least $300,000 a year in funds from the Missouri state treasury are being 
“leaked” to the Roman Catholic Church, spokesmen for the Missouri Association 
for Free Public Schools (a POAU affiliate) declared as they filed suit early this 
month in Cole County to restrain public authorities from any further diversion 
of tax funds for the support of any sectarian institution. Charging that the funds 
are being diverted in both direct and indirect ways, the Rev. A. G. Williamson, 
Methodist minister and treasurer of the Association, pointed to the presence of 
more than 100 garbed nuns on public school teaching staffs and the payment of 
public school funds to bus drivers for hauling children to parochial schools as 
examples of the abuses which the association seeks to end. 


Although no date for hearing of the 
case has been set, the mere announce- 
ment that court action is being taken 
has already brought results. School 
board officials of Linn—one of the four 
localities named in the suit—have stated 
publicly in a newspaper advertisement 
that they will not rehire nuns who have 
been teaching at St. George’s school, 
nor will they continue to support the 
school “as it has been and is now being 
conducted,” because to do so “would 
be a clear violation of our Constitution 
and our oath to uphold the same.” They 
added that their position was in har- 
mony with the decision of the Missouri 
Supreme Court in the Meta case of 1942, 
in which, they said, “the Supreme 
Court held that conducting two grade 
schools in the same district and dividing 
the pupils according to religion con- 
stitutes a denial of complete religious 


freedom.” 


Credit Given to Mayne 


Preparations for the present suit have 
been going on for at least three years, 
during which time John C. Mayne, now 
POAU’s director of promotion and or- 
ganization, has done some of the most 


vital spadework. Indeed, Boyle Clark, 





attorney for the plaintiffs, declares: 
“Through his vast number of contacts, 
his zeal, and his intelligent direction, 
John Mayne brought this organization 
(The Missouri Association for Free Pub- 
lic Schools) into being.” POAU has, of 
course, kept in close contact with the 
Missouri leaders, and continues to give 
active support. 

School districts which are specifically 
named in the suit are located in the 
counties of Cole, Nodaway, Osage and 
Bollinger, but the plaintiffs allege that 
violations are by no means confined to 
these areas, and are prepared to prove 
the existence of 26 different infractions 
of the law. Officials of the State Board 
of Education concede that there are 
about 2,000 elementary and high school 
pupils attending parochial schools which 
have been designated as “public schools” 
in eight counties. 





Would you like help in starting a 
unit or chapter of POAU in your 
Church, other group, or in your city? 
Write to National headquarters in Wash- 
ington, and literature and plans will be 
sent you. 





of Church and State 
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Public school children in the Pleasant View 


School District, Cole County, Mo., are being 
forced to attend St. Martin's School (above), « 
building decorated inside and ovt with Roman 
Catholic religious symbols, and adjoining 9, 
Martin's Church. Their instructors are Roman 
Catholic nuns who live upstairs, and who cop. 
sider it part of their duties as salaried “public 
school” teachers to exhort the children to attend 
mass and participate in other Roman Catholic 
religious observances. This is part of a growing 
pattern of sectarian encroachments in many 
parts of the nation. 


Mississippi Court Upholds 
Hospital Construction Aid 


A 4-2 decision of the Mississippi Su. 
preme Court has paved the way—unless 
it is appealed—for the granting of 
$1,943,000 in state and federal aid for 
the construction of new facilities at 
Mercy Hospital, a Roman Catholic in. 
stitution in Vicksburg. Other potential 
recipients of government aid are a Cath- 
olic hospital in Jackson and a Lutheran 
hospital in Vicksburg. 


Judge Julian Alexander, for the ma- 
jority, declared that the state is not 
donating money, “but purchasing, with 
no little thrift, benefits for its indigent 
patients.” A dissenting opinion by 
Justice Lee Hall, however, held that 
the hospital is ineligible, as a share- 
holders’ organization, for government 
grants. He said that the reasoning used 
in the decision could also be used to 
justify unlimited appropriation of mon- 
ey to any religious denomination for 
erection of new churches throughout the 
state, “‘so long as the money is used for 
construction purposes and not for oper- 
ating expenses of such churches.” (RNS) 





Churches and other organizations in 
the Washington, D. C. area may now 
take advantage of the “Speakers Bureau 
Service” being set up by POAU head- 
quarters, at 1633 Massachusetts Ave- 
nue, N. W. Just phone DEcatur-404 
and talk to John C. Mayne, and 6 
competent speaker will be provided for 
your next meeting. 

Those living elsewhere may also re 
quest speakers, and POAU will do its 
utmost to provide for your needs. 
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